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Historical
Terminology Note

Transcription Note

This document contains language and terminology used in the
nineteenth century. The original wording has been preserved to
reflect the historical record and does not necessarily represent the
terminology preferred by the Seminole Negro Indian Scouts
Historical Society.

The original spelling, capitalization, and language have been
preserved where legible. The newspaper contains several separate
reports related to the Seminole Negroes. Editorial headings
identifying their locations in the newspaper have been added for
clarity.
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<<BEGIN TRANSCRIPTION>>

THE SEMINOLE NEGROES.

Arkansas Intelligencer — Editorial Introduction

We publish below a letter written to the Courier Enquirer, in relation to negroes among the Seminole
Indians. We believe the charge against Mr. Duval, the Sub-Agent, is unfounded. These letter writers move
and live in so much corruption about the purlieus of the Departments, that they are ready to believe in the
corruption of all persons who have opportunities. We would be highly pleased to learn that the Agent and
the department had adopted some action by which this State would be relieved from this intolerable evil
located on our frontier. The negro towns in the Seminole country are places of refuge for runaway
negroes, from Arkansas and Louisiana.

New York Courier and Enquirer — Washington Correspondence, October 13, 1849

The Washington correspondent of the New York Courier and Enquirer gives the following singular
details:

WASHINGTON, Oct. 13, 1849.

There is reason to apprehend a serious disturbance among the Indians on the south-western frontier,
through the knavery of certain whites, assisted, as is believed, by the present Indian sub-agent for the
Seminoles. It will be remembered that during the Florida war, about the worst enemy our troops had to
contend with was certain runaway slaves, who had fraternized with the Indians, and who fought with a
desperation made doubly fierce by the fear of being again reduced to servitude.

The commander of our forces, under authority from the Government, sent to them [illegible] guaranteeing
their freedom on condition that they would surrender and assist in persuading the Indians to remove west
of the Mississippi. Many accepted the proposition, rendered good service, and emigrated with the
Seminoles to the West, by whom they were held for mutual benefit, in the gentlest condition of servitude.

So soon as they had become settled in their new homes, certain citizens of Georgia and Alabama went
among them, claimed a large number of the negroes as their property, and [made] a formal demand of the
Indians for their surrender.

The matter was finally carried to the President for adjudication, and was not disposed of until last year.
Mr. Polk required the opinion of the Attorney General on the premises, which officer happened to be
Hon. Isaac Toucey of Connecticut.

That gentleman saw that the question was of a somewhat delicate nature, and did not like to touch it. He,
therefore, left Washington for home; and the Hon. J. Y. Mason becoming Acting Attorney General,
dispatched the business at once in a manner adroit and summary.

His opinion was, after the most laborious investigation, that the negroes ought to be immediately awarded
to the Seminoles—or their rightful owners!
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The opinion was endorsed by the President. With this oracular response for the authority, the commander
of Fort Gibson proceeded to affirm the right of the Seminoles to the negroes, which, as he alleges, he did
as a military operation.

The claimants being thus defeated, resolved upon a new mode of proceeding. They now told the Indians
that it was through their (the claimants') agency the award was made in favor of the Indians, and claim as
a consideration one third of the negroes!

And on such a claim they propose to seize the negroes and carry them off forcibly.

Our Indian Agent, Mr. Duval, seconds the movement and calls upon the commander of Fort Gibson to
disarm the negroes. That officer declines, and looks to the Secretary of War for instructions.

In the absence of Mr. Crawford, the matter is referred to Secretary Ewing; and he is the last man to follow
the example of the Hon. Isaac Toucey.

The Indians are represented to be in a state of great excitement, and it is much feared that violence will be
committed ere they can hear from the Government.

Source: Arkansas Intelligencer, November 17, 1849, page 2.
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